JREC-IEA Renewable Energy Policy and Measures Database Project

Informal Consultation Meeting
19 February 2004
GFSE-4, Vienna
On 19 February 2004, representatives of the European Commission (JREC Secretariat) and the International Energy Agency held a short informal meeting with delegates present at GFSE-4 to present the “JREC Policies and Measures Database” and the draft “Technical Reference for Criteria and Procedures for Data Collection, Verification and Posting”. 
The purpose of the meeting was to inform JREC and other interested stakeholders about the recently launched initiative and to involve them in the process of defining the database contents and to solicit their participation in information collection.

The short meeting had been announced during the plenary session IV as part of the JREC status report and was open to JREC and non-JREC delegates.  Delegates assembled between 11:00 and 11:45 AM (see list of attendees below). 
Thomas Verheye (EC) explained that the JREC Secretariat had decided on co-sponsoring the IEA Renewable Energy Unit to create a JREC Policies and Measures Database that will build on the current IEA Renewable Energy Policy and Measures Database, covering 26 IEA Member countries.  The rationale for the project was the lack of a global up to date information platform and therefore the lack of opportunity for developing countries to inform the global community of its renewable energy policies and measures in place (or being developed).  The project was launched to support the JREC’s contribution to the upcoming International Conference for Renewable Energies in Bonn (June 1-4, 2004).  The available time was extremely short as the aim was to present the launching of the on-line database at the Bonn Conference as well as a first sample of data.  Whilst only data verified by a government official would made available on-line, data collected by then would also be used to guide the JREC Secretariat in proposing a JREC contribution to the Bonn action plan, i.e. to identify the differentiated needs of countries with no policies and measures in place, those in the process of doing so, and those already having established a policy framework.  Despite the pressing need to launch the project, it was felt important to seek comments from selected experts and stakeholders before launching.  In order to have a first result in June, the project would have to be launched end-February, beginning of March by the JREC secretariat by means of sending the Technical Reference document to JREC Members asking to provide information and to appoint a national focal point for verification.
Peter Tulej (IEA) summarised the data collection criteria and process.  In order to collect, verify, post, and update relevant renewable energy policies and measures in JREC Countries, a clear procedure and conscientious process have been proposed.  The information will be collected at the national level and also on international level (in this case through relevant international organisations). It will be collected using policy and target templates.  The filling in of the templates should be in principle performed by an official of the JREC Member Country Government via a JREC Information Provider.  The IEA Policy Team may also fill in a template and agree it with the JREC Information Provider.  To ensure that all policies and technologies are consistent in the database, templates should be filled in using the provided common definitions and criteria for inclusion in the database.  Once the IEA Policy Team and JREC Policy Information Providers agree that the sheet is correct, it will then be classified as an “un-audited” report and ready for submitting for vetting by an appropriate government official from the JREC Member Country.  The purpose of getting the participating government’s vetting of the policies is to assure the credibility of the web site.  Once endorsed by a JREC Policy Verifier, the policy information will be made publicly available on the project web site.
Meeting participants confirmed the usefulness of this joint EC-IEA project to be launched at the International Conference for Renewable Energies in Bonn.  Participants noted that having policies and measures in place does not by itself warrant a significant increase of the share of renewable energy in the country.  Whilst an analysis of the effectiveness was beyond the scope of the current project, it was agreed that the questionnaire should allow for a brief and optional “self assessment” related to the reported policies and measures.  It was also clarified that the primary beneficiaries of this project were the developing countries since IEA countries had already provided the data. IEA countries would be invited, however, to complete the data on policy targets which were currently not included in the IEA database.
The attending JREC stakeholders were invited to provide comments on the “Technical Reference” by cob 25 February 2004, directly to Peter Tulej at the IEA (peter.tulej@iea.org).  Additional consultations would be held in parallel with experts that could not attend the GFSE meeting in Vienna.
For general JREC information, delegates were invited to visit 
http://forum.europa.eu.int/Public/irc/env/ctf/home.
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