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It is now universally accepted that the world idap facing a potentially

catastrophic process of climate change. It is alswersally accepted that
the major contributor to this change is the way ge@erate and consume
energy. Of necessity we all have to change a latsalves, if we are to

survive the present threat of change to our climmatéour environment. The
most appropriate question is: is it wrong to ch&iglke answer is no. In fact
without change mankind stands at the crossroadspaftential catastrophe
of apocalyptic proportions. A lot of world thinkelnswve left us a wealth of
wisdom on why and how we should accept, and indeamage change. Let
me share with you, this morning, just a few quotadi from some of these

wise men and women.

John Dewy said:

“Since changes are going on anyway, the great thirig to learn enough
about them so that we will be able to lay hold ofiem and turn them in
the direction of our desires. Conditions and eventare neither to be fled
from nor passively acquiesced in; they are to be iised and directed.”
John Dewy was an American Educationist and Intenalist who studied
in Japan, China, Mexico, Turkey and the Soviet dnas well as his native
United States of America. He taught at the uniWesiof Vermont and

Chicago.



A famous Turkish proverb say¥io matter how far you have gone on a

wrong road, turn back!”

Dietrich Boenhoeffer said:

“If you board the wrong train, it is no use running along the corridor in
the other direction.” Dietrich Bonhoeffer was one of a few German
clergymen who steadfastly resisted the Nazi Redjiora its very beginning
and he was ultimately executed for having joined fghot to kill Adolf
Hitler.

Any agenda on sustainable energy is not compldtewi energy efficiency.
Delegates are invited to recall that one of theméec clusters of the
fourteenth and fifteenth sessions of the Unitediddat Commission on
Sustainable Development was energy and sustainivielopment. In this
regard energy efficiency was identified as a pecatticritical option to
promote industrial development while protecting natural environment.

However, the promotion of energy efficiency conéauo go at a slow pace
in many countries. Therefore, this Seventh Meetihthe Global Forum on
Sustainable Energy is expected to play a pivotal irofostering accelerated
promotion of energy efficiency particularly in déwging countries,
including Lesotho. While energy efficiency has bemgarded as an
important issue by the Government of Lesotho, theme a number of
challenges which need to be addressed for enefgyeaty initiatives to
have a truly positive impact. Attraction of theyatie sector to participate in

energy efficiency is critical, either in the forrhinvestments, or in the form



of implementation of energy efficiency programmiésergy auditing needs
to be promoted. Such audit would be an importanhagament tool to
promote energy efficiency. Capacity building in eyyeauditing needs to be
intensified in our case. There is an urgent neeck¥eew the energy tariff
policies so that they support energy efficiencycpcas. Government
personnel have to be encouraged and supported Eenéy efficiency
conscious. Poor energy efficiency practices in Less government sector
have lead to unnecessary financial costs. For ebeamarly this year, one of
the government offices in Lesotho caught fire assallt of a heater which
was left on over a whole weekend! The cost of msp@ai this office came to
about one million United States Dollars! There rmuenerous reasons for the
need to promote energy efficiency, such as inadegeiaergy supplies. In
Lesotho, the local power generation capacity isMA®/, while the peak
demand was recorded as 105MW last winter. The ggeahallenge facing
the electricity sector of the Southern African Depment Community
(SADC) is to satisfy the regional demand for eledir. In this context, the
potential of implementation of energy efficiencyogrammes has to be
exploited.

Lesotho has relatively little experience with energjficiency. Regional
SADC initiatives have been instrumental in enhagamdustry awareness
and capacity building in energy auditing. In the214990s a project known
as SADC Industrial Energy Management Project (SIEM&s introduced in
our region. We were able to train more than tweptpfessionals
representing major electricity consumers in Lesotlibey carried out
energy audits of their respective companies asgdhte course assessment.

The project has supported, through training of rutdbrs and availing



energy auditing equipment, the local main Technibaining Institution
(Lerotholi Polytechnic) to offer energy audits. $hnstitution is already
offering energy efficiency training to its elecalcengineering graduates.
The project also supported industry to engage masel side management
and this led to a number of industries improving gower factor of their
electrical systems. The SADC Programme for Bionkassrgy Conservation
(ProBEC) is currently distributing institutional engy efficient stoves to
primary schools in Lesotho. About 500 energy effti stoves will be
distributed by the end of this phase of the projéttergy efficiency has
been introduced in secondary schools curriculunis iieasure is aimed at
spreading the message to all sectors of our sodtetysive design principles
have been incorporated into the Building ControfjiRations of 1999. This
measure aims to ensure that newly constructed tgtasc consume less

energy.

The current initiatives to promote energy efficignin Lesotho require
substantial reinforcement for positive impacts &rbalised. This calls for
close cooperation between the Government and tkiat®isector as well as
between Lesotho and other countries in the SADGoregnd beyond.
Cooperation on research and development on endligielet appliances as
well as general information and experience exchangenergy efficiency

will be crucial.

Lesotho is reviewing its overall energy policy. Ene efficiency and
renewable energy are receiving special treatmemt.this regard, the
challenges for promotion of sustainable energy belltransformed into real

achievements by sound energy policy measures. 0liey@ims to focus on



enabling environment through appropriate instingio and legislative
instruments that support; enhanced participatiotheflocal private sector,
capacity building of the private sector, cooperati@tween the local private
sector and its counterparts regionally and intéonatly and cooperation
with development partners.

In conclusion, | wish to emphasise the importanicargently transforming
concepts and plans in sustainable energy intoipghetctions that will truly
contribute to both the global industrial developimand the protection of
our natural environment. This calls for a rich cexgtion between developed
and developing countries at different levels — @apon which includes,
but is not limited to, information and experienckarng. Developing
countries, Lesotho included, need to strengthem tdo®peration with their

valued development partners.

| would like to end this keynote address by thagkihe Government of
Austria and UNIDO for hosting this important evexstindeed energy is an
important vehicle for sustainable economic develepim

| wish and trust that the outcomes of this Sevevideting of the Global
Forum on Sustainable Energy will be instrumentahahieving the United

Nations goals on sustainable development.

Thank you for your attention.



