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The WLPGA

WLPGA members
>180 members headquartered in 60 countries 
> Representing the leading companies 

Board of
Directors

• Industry Leaders

WLPGA Staff

Industry
Council

• Top LP Gas Companies

As the authoritative, global voice for LP Gas, the WLPGA promotes the 
use of LP Gas worldwide to foster a cleaner, healthier and more 

prosperous world.
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The WLPGA

• We are a growing network of members representing the major 
LP Gas companies across the world

• We are influential – Partnerships with key global organisations 
such as the World Bank and the UNDP

• We are credible – Officially recognised within the UN Economic 
& Social Council

• We are informative – publishing essential information for the 
use of members 

• We are the unique global organisation representing the 
interests of the full LP Gas value chain from producer to 
distributor
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The WLPGA – Exchanging best practices and innovation

Member-driven networks and working groups
• Global Technology Network (GLOTEC)

• Global Autogas Industry Network (GAIN)

• Climate Change Working Group (CCWG)

Annual Forum 
• 20th World LP Gas Forum 24-26 October 2007 Cape Town

• The unique global event in the industry featured the “LP Gas for 
African Development Conference” on 24 October

• 21st World LP Gas Forum 24-26 October Seoul

• Will feature the 2nd Global Technology Conference (GTC 2)
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What is LP Gas? (also known as LPG)

LP Gas is propane or butane or a mixture of the two.  It is always 
present as a product of oil refining and also is always present naturally 
in  natural gas (methane) fields and crude oil fields.

It can be distributed in relatively cheap, small containers and used for 
cooking, heating, lighting and commercial/industrial activities.

LP Gas has significant health, safety and environmental benefits
compared to traditional solid fuels, such as wood/biomass and coal, or 
other refined fuels such as kerosene or paraffin. 

BARRIERS: Availability of fuel, canister size, financing of first costs 
and refilling costs and transportation are constraints to LP Gas use by 
the poor, whether urban or rural.

1
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The landmark World Energy Council 2000 Statement “Energy for 
Tomorrow’s World” laid out 3 critical prescriptions for achieving a 
sustainable energy future

• Availability

• Acceptability

• Accessibility

Access to Modern Energy
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…Because it’s a clean fuel:

• It burns cleanly

• No smoke or residual particulate matter

• Relatively low pollutant emissions

• Low Green House Gas (GHG’s) 
emissions

• Helps fight deforestation by substituting 
“traditional fuels”

• Frees women and girls from drudgery of 
searching for firewood

LP Gas is an Acceptable alternative
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LP Gas has a low GHG footprint
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LP Gas and reduced indoor air pollution

Did you know that…

• … smoke from indoor cooking fires kills 1.6 
million (mainly small children) every year

• … smoke in the home kills more people than 
malaria does, and almost as many as unsafe 
water and sanitation

• … smoke in the home is the fourth greatest 
cause of death and disease in the world’s 
poorest countries
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LP Gas and reduced indoor air pollution

According to the landmark 2006 WHO study 
“Fuel For Life,  Household Energy and Health”

• WHO have highlighted LP Gas as the cost effective
solution for reducing pollution from cooking fuel in the 
developing world

• “… investing US$ 13 billion per year to halve, by 2015, 
the number of people worldwide cooking with solid 
fuels by supplying them with LP Gas shows a payback 
of US$ 91 billion per year”

• “Government leadership in developing policies for 
successful market expansion of LP Gas is essential”
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Significant improvements can be brought by LP Gas

Graph shows relative pollutant emissions per meal

• Almost no emissions
• Energy efficiency of 90%
• 27mj/1kg LP Gas
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2 000 – 5 000Home Heating
1 500Electric Kettle
1 500Electric Stove

95Sewing Machine

50V.C.R.

90Refrigerator

100Television

6Radio

400Additional Lighting

150Minimal Lighting

ENERGY CONSUMPTION / WattsAPPLIANCE

TYPICAL APPLIANCE ENERGY USAGE

Many domestic, thermal energy needs can not be met by off-grid electrical power

Meeting Energy Needs
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Because it’s portable:

• Bottles can be can be stored indefinitely

• Easily transported

• Used virtually anywhere -- from urban centres to remote regions

• When and where costly, grid-based energy services are 
unavailable

LP Gas delivers Rapid Accessibility
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LP Gas allows for incremental development

Stage 1: LP Gas cylinder inside 
feeding stove

Stage 2: LP Gas cylinder outside, 
piped in to fuel stove, refrigerator 
and light

Stage 3: LP Gas bulk tank, 
fuelling stove, refrigerator, water 
boiler and generator
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• Stand-alone system to meet all the energy needs of an 
ordinary family

– LP Gas-fuelled CHP (combined heat and power) generator

– Solar array

– DC / AC inverter to 220V

– Electricity storage battery unit

– Hot water storage tank

• LP Gas and solar modules as the primary energy sources

• An LP Gas powered generator, with a small storage tank, 
provides an ideal back up

LP Gas partnering with renewable energy
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LP Gas partnering with renewable energy
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Morocco Microfinance project
• Partners are Shell, Afriquia Gaz, Total, Zakoura Foundation

• Pilot phase US $150,000 rolled out successfully

– Zakoura staff trained on LP Gas applications

– Promotional material provided
– Active promotion of applications around country
– Quarterly status reports provided on status of loans

• To qualify for loans, recipients must not have access to traditional 
sources of financing, must have a project generating income using LPG

• Ultimate goal: create successful project template to be replicated in 
other markets

Innovative programmes   WLPGA
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LP Gas and Demand Side Management (DSM): Works!

• Cost effective - low cost method of peak electricity load avoidance
• The LP Gas element of the overall programme saved 48.3 MW of peak 

electricity usage out of a total target of 200 MW
• 7000 electric appliances replaced by gas in middle and upper income 

households
• 100,000 low income households switched to gas for cooking
• Practical lessons learned
• Industry has to guarantee: 

– Availability of supply
– Stability of price

DSM programmes can be replicated 

Programme area: Market Development contd/
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The rural distribution paradox

•Low density of LP Gas target population

• Weakness of LP Gas distribution networks in 
remote rural areas

• Low cash purchasing power 

• Need for local credit facilities

• Inappropriate cylinder size

• Lack of safety culture and poor enforcement of 
regulations

• Widespread use of less healthy, or unsafe, fuels

How can these barriers to rural distribution be addressed?
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What is the LP Gas Rural Energy Challenge?

• A Public – Private Partnership (UNDP/WLPGA)

• Address lack of access to clean energy through the use of LP Gas

• Improve living standards

• Contribute to achieving the Millennium Development Goals

• Create viable and commercially sustainable LP Gas markets in rural / 
suburban areas of developing countries

– for domestic consumption 

– for industrial productive uses



27

Outcomes so far

Workshop recommendations

• To set up a transversal national LPG industry association

• To initiate a transparent dialogue with the State, on structure, incentives, 
safety and law enforcement levels, to create convergence of interests

• To develop affordable and appropriate appliances

• To activate current local micro-credit facilities

• To seek and tap bilateral/multi-lateral funding

• To test recommendations in field project samples
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Criteria for next countries

• Where are substantial amounts of solid fuel users whose household cash 
incomes are close to the level where LP Gas purchasing interest might 
start and continue?

• Where could sustained cash income jobs be created that would enable 
consumers to enter the LP Gas economy?

• Are there governments who currently cost the health consequences of 
solid fuel use indoors?

• What are the social and cultural patterns which are particular to the initial 
and continued use of LP Gas by households?  Do those who benefit from 
LP Gas use (such as women) have a say in the decision to buy and use 
LP Gas?

11
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Conclusions

• LP Gas is an ideal fuel for a changing world as it is clean, 
acceptable and accessible 

• LP Gas supply is increasing in supply

• Strong endorsement of LP Gas has been received from key 
global authorities

• Innovative applications for LP Gas can be found in both the 
developed and developing world

• The World LP Gas Association is ready to assist
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And Finally…

Mark it in your agenda now!Mark it in your agenda now!

Our 21st anniversary eventOur 21st anniversary event

&&

The 2The 2ndnd Global Technology Global Technology 
Conference (GTC II)Conference (GTC II)

24th 24th –– 26th September 200826th September 2008
Seoul, KoreaSeoul, Korea

www.wlpgasforum2007.comwww.wlpgasforum2007.com



Thank you


