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& GFSE
g GLOBAL FORUM on
SUSTAINABLE ENERGY

GFSE Newsletter

Dear Friends of GFSE,

We are pleased to send you our Spring 2023
edition of the GFSE newsletter, containing
updates on activities of the Global Forum on
Sustainable Energy, important events and
news from other stakeholders working towards
a sustainable energy future for all.

Enjoy reading!
The Global Forum on Sustainable Energy

|'f"* = VIENNA ENERGY
/) FORUM 2023

Vienna Energy Forum 2023

The Vienna Energy Forum (VEF2023) will be
held as a physical meeting at the Hofburg
Conference Centre from 13 to 14 June, 2023.
The VEF 2023 is designed to facilitate a multi-
sectoral, multi-stakeholder, and
interdisciplinary dialogue on sustainable
energy for inclusive development and
productive capacities. The VEF 2023 will bring
together key stakeholders and experts to
explore and deliberate on the key topics that
advance sustainable energy.

The sessions will discuss key priorities,
showcase projects, and highlight the action-
oriented steps required to achieve Sustainable
Development Goal 7 ““ensuring access to
affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern
energy for all”, helping to forge an inclusive
pathway to achieve net-zero emissions by
2050. Please find more information here:

https://6hkxs.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/mr/2blZfnTN-vOOQg9zb-zSifvF3aPR70qjDprQhjgbl_dYzTun-eCA2LmuLQO9FQy2cD45gH2WMv7y_L1FD... 1/10
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CEREEAC

Central African Center

for Renewable Energy
and Energy Efficiency
(CEREEAC) opened in

Angola

The Regional Center for Renewable Energy
and Energy Efficiency in Central Africa
(CEREEAC) opened in Luanda (Angola) on 10
March 2023.

On 10th March H.E. Jodo Baptista Borges,
Minister of Energy of Angola and H.E Gilberto
da Piedade Verissimo, President of the
Economic Community of Central African
States (ECCAS) inaugurated the Central
African Centre for Renewable Energy and
Efficiency in Luanda with support of UNIDO,
IRENA and the Austrian Development
Cooperation.

The center is a specialized institution of the
Economic Community of Central African
States (ECCAS), whose mission is to ensure
the coordination of the implementation of the
community's policy on renewable energy and
energy efficiency and promote the creation of
an integrated and inclusive regional market for
related products and services.

The CEREEAC covers the Community's
Member States Angola, Burundi, Cameroon,
Central African Republic, Republic of Congo,
Democratic Republic of Congo, Gabon,
Equatorial Guinea, Rwanda, Sdo Tomé and
Principe and Chad. More information can be
found in the link below (in Portuguese)
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SDG7 Review at the 2023
HLPF - Global Online
Consultation by UN DESA

The High-level Political Forum on Sustainable
Development (HLPF) will be held from
Monday, 10 July, to Wednesday, 19 July 2023,
under the auspices of the Economic and
Social Council (ECOSOC). The theme will be
"Accelerating the recovery from the
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) and the full
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development at all levels”.

In the forum, participants will be able explore
policy guidance for the implementation of the
2030 Agenda and the SDGs at all levels. The
HLPF in 2023 will also review in-depth SDG6,
SDG 7, SDG 9, SDG 11 and SDG 17.

To support the in-depth review of SDG7, the
United Nations Department of Economic and
Social Affairs (UN DESA) is organizing an
online consultation to collect inputs from non-
governmental organizations, civil society
organizations, academic institutions, the
scientific community, the private sector,
philanthropic organizations, major groups and
other stakeholders on SDG7.

DEADLINE TO SUBMIT INPUTS: 10 April
2023.

The e-consultation can be found here:
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https://6hkxs.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/3k01OrIzl1DpX8wXq68JNFFCnvL8RB1N3pXAiZAOaH0BCYbZrnKo41CYjdI2qddaudyCex6st49krDjbrKwTuvxTQxFjyhWYcyE749fsg3ytt1IfRZxGKmbM1fvkCPT8yWXG0LjD2cD5rBQkXLQS1C4YuqUlacR3SB22ay5zV0dbF6jMm7BK9RxpRmImVWHJON0-CV-mu1FjsgEOWgLEqnY1w9yCL-ESQdzq3hfeoZqnnYkoYU9qC7lANmFC1-6IFAbVZSk0DRwumZXBvTfZftnqNNGp43UpeJnHj2133Vc8wQv7KR4UF0b_aA75_nmtB4EkAlRmSbARY-EG
https://6hkxs.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/58jFxlfwXIYAb0lP5FNMX3WOKiHNKpe0nCCMNEXWCUb666oovGqb5k2daaMVNLstSkVdQnxGnset0Vd4TQpYGmUnL8hqA0sazRB3XnHsSUnwzldODivEU2A0NkbI8JFwKUUNx6L-XWqMmuTD0iU4rFIZ5zZIWHhPTGjSOg1-z2JS8LvHbvkkYhYhpnFMeIfouGy3L5wacXmR1Ng6iDpIVM-xQQHJ7E-dwEGeH2s3jaCjs0w7HbXorzUPipGavP_iwjwxd2pjDSLlEKw9FP0rn4ThlsbZnWQn-yVOhoj8riX_DJh2rBz_l_aQZRVaQqZPnNJs6LvXom18q5U
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UNITED NATIONS
Global Expert Group
Meeting in preparation of
the SDG7 review at the
HLPF 2023

To support the review of SDG 7 at the
HLPF, the United Nations Department of
Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA) will
convene with the support of UN-Energy an
expert group meeting at UN Headquarters in
New York on 11-12 May 2023. This meeting
will bring together experts to discuss progress
and challenges regarding SDG 7, identify
opportunities for action, and consider inputs
from consultations. The meeting will produce a
consolidated summary note.

The concept note of the meeting can be found
here:

European

Commission
.|

The European Year of Skills
2023
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https://6hkxs.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/6eVn5n1DgFpT7-URlUCe3MRKAKHDuvuEw4IBRHue6EeD8lbiYLTUAwdnx8KCvrW4636PzIsbxMMcOTSG7Gn2v0_fjTFMXjMrY6_tRAYPLryk3_2EFRXICA48TliOEZXqyB0t76x6tfMn9lqfajsZc46XUonpkfG6xqNs8UKU534EQ8wtZbzuGI20DmzGWD5gHbbM9WNnC2BBZRC3iotahUL645tcnWHrJu3k0nDW2_iUzn8ZGCJmDw1Y0kr0ob3GuWS-ooKQEHpW6uiZUAbeovb2gCyyYnf2DqSipjCG3U7N_9l2AZROZ7styAlaFTuwA2orO01Rv7YxE0zgCLloE7r7L-3NkS7tZuEzDJlI2Mh0ZeKI7Be6GqdQr0uj4mOwNkcarD1uPERlJq_6lvpMupUSzgB711-5caGCPuy4zPghG7wgZGarSGk
https://6hkxs.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/s3yzoEluMnUe0Az30u226nIWAM6wfqElOc_B6KO8WwaT0wbkjTSK5DslWA3HJb1gBWi7vezlabC4SpTHwyKHNi52gtJRvygTWmsq7Pav5WeXpdCQ9YMl2JM12iRDiLcO9BVrg8ck6TRRhWxAkiufeZMMg9pDbKACokP5eBnPipxIRVkJtcXCxy4BDhrKTv_OALVoPWEzHwEfAKtS4imrESvFXzN8_a5ACjKJ0iVlw3CoCHn1mepPuoUYZsG37M9T-Et9bDN0QK9ye6zgxIXxZNtbqSeT_3Siu5e7zQgTiiHgf_j6gRxxHcJRpR4y4Te6qS3tZEX98lLMNDeiQEA2qtKq1PtLiFJ92JPvtIPRSYxht0gpdARIe8ikKgxGSM7AB8SDsoqm1lLNCT6Szy1_3wzqa-s
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The European Commission declared 2023 as
the European Year of Skills. The European
Year of Skills aims at boosting investment in
training and upskilling opportunities to make
sure that workers acquire the skills demanded
on the labor market, including digital and
green skills through the following actions:

e Promoting increased, and more
effective and inclusive investment in
training and upskilling.

e Making sure that skills are relevant for
labor market needs

e Matching people's aspirations and skills
with opportunities on the job market. A
special focus is given to activate more
women and young people for the labor
market.

e Attracting people from third countries
with the skills needed by the EU

The EU will build on many ongoing initiatives,
such as:

e The European Skills Agenda is the
framework for EU skills policy
cooperation

e The Pact for Skills: a shared
engagement model for skills
development in Europe. The pact aims
to support public and private
organisations with upskilling and
reskilling.

e The EU Digital Skills and Jobs Coalition
encouraging training to impove digital
skills

https://6hkxs.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/mr/2blZfnTN-vOOQg9zb-zSifvF3aPR70qjDprQhjgbl_dYzTun-eCA2LmuLQO9FQy2cD45gH2WMv7y_L1FD...
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https://6hkxs.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/K3BrrsA4hOUd3j8zsCaflI7UOm_hT6UCNrG_IsDnDruluV_of0Vm3_obOmuk1Dq-kScth0ZL4BtC6czfpskT_4LxASzmERYa17-5jV41cMp5Hdamsc2jNNi3dIfsOldoB5gi6wrDkB_j8ym7ChV7zFy336YOQaW6LtuastmOl0Imre4202im4FUbbD1MB2comtDL8jHs0wFOsniRULFWK71NJAjkmYRRKL6avSFLcUw_cn1d1itYp43b475sD3ES3XvjBo9ReV4oZNO1OVcup8sDGLkr7BepKgHybPFAfqnZupVhQbsgkWDh5-YY4tkxXo0Kz-BODzJwHCq0ev3g9qD-aLn1ADiAlq_uiGbFWg0CNHXTXhPCamJOLKKwbQ
https://6hkxs.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/qs1Qfh3nFNbKlR-H5xtSqtmARwF7HGjyKDkboVQqCezbxHznvZnKn-O1qM8hyjgAfvsTlemG_rVT5KWZkThIkbOhjLMpt2fs9Wxef4XZlrYo-wHAmfDjnnah8B3Hcg_XHvDFHmu1oQfeAMb042amgwCIB-4vBYXmNyYcGYCjUVO3O9TrfiwKiK4xQHEawlhOXFYv09sWINv8mes6fGlkEzFou8kpiv5juv_9XWsFIyU39S_Uj09U8EBm_JINxtBrcZvcSo_rR2dC6jMKDO5X-33FxaTkxRqvEevRLaQqQUcO2qnoU-m5nWv2K4lRwueYGekhUOTwbOR4VI_w_1A3lUDLUGE
https://6hkxs.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/oD7Plktixfg3-OoEOAgXavboFLRnFjgplaNtYBvuZ0WV-Of7XbxcAD1eZCdMQ_ZXpvwIVrvpkvP7ilqBpppISHeljI-7zWckeUv15l1sg0QwOItHNAO_jKedelCTdMpYD9X-70dtWLzmBJXyt1UTY5cACU5VSKle2SbsK-m9IEyozG7HbFD_hicBCMVwxZ3brkBbL0SaLslBJ1GIhQzQbYEv8GKbupVnq9jc_lFanXSdOLqiGnr_74v-r-lgx5Tg6FbexSGp7fB4M1txRqbFLcMYRYjAs_Ped3Axv0xq2vK53b28qNL75HYyVCU8OpOR1X-qQlL6kJioFxj9bXS_GbDMwtvZiWPkPLPpTrTyQvLshBOP94Acm_LskyuVelOepOuRMMVMdCEo-ZA
https://6hkxs.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/1JRfmRw2tglV_eENQkgjI4nWzcAX5NMd9l-nyoCaomAWMxpreQHfO47Q2gHzRWlumGmrSEK2a5EU-k14LNr3ghOgxchYrL_afUDSN5AQx0XKpNsqGJmNnxq8iB6eg5PN_SWL4iuY1Og-2KUvWmuq4sHWP2XVtRyjeTaNcoN3pNpHfzlzwLRQCNIx2Zb8H-nMu57h8J6yQEknXuwvKBPrKDxYPH_OddpFLA2_DbEBFf681QpVF5DPYIuLT1NbwAciV1jUTPM0SLq68bc8kIm2QpZGBTIEv7BPt19tpVv87ahCF9Uje6EczDzW6oPzlwobACBk7GrEHdiMNpwpDD1IbaUJGNxwvt0vK8roHaLuxm-MLS3iNCvhK7gNqn1_4ykpHQRIa11Bb4qzmkynyDEGnwVP4XYIxm0yW8jRnGPysaPNoccZhbSosIddyvKDAElLlt5l2T-r
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SOLTRAIN+: Southern
African Solar Thermal
Training and
Demonstration Initiative
(SOLTRAIN) will be
extended

The Southern African Solar Thermal Training
and Demonstration Initiative (SOLTRAIN) is a
regional initiative on capacity building and
demonstration of solar thermal systems in the
Southern African Development Community
(SADC) carried out by AEE INTEC together
with regional partners and supported by the
Austrian  Development  Agency  (ADA).
SOLTRAIN supports the target countries with
the development of value chains for solar
thermal technologies.

SOLTRAIN will be extended for another four
years with the support of the Austrian
Development Agency (ADA).

AEE INTEC will implement the next phase of
the initiative (SOLTRAIN+) together with 9
partners in 5 Southern African countries
(Botswana, Lesotho, Namibia, South Africa,
Zimbabwe) while reaching out to other
countries of the Southern African Development
Community (SADC). The scope of the next

https://6hkxs.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/mr/2blZfnTN-vOOQg9zb-zSifvF3aPR70qjDprQhjgbl_dYzTun-eCA2LmuLQO9FQy2cD45gH2WMv7y_L1FD... 6/10
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https://6hkxs.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/IOCblG-oOhFb3JWQr04_q7-vsjHRWAn2Sqo_k3Bf8rsTjsBQ5wIFQaK_Bi7c8KWG1k8W5POI1elQMgioc7DATHCMlxXdA_tatmvdsHFMvFMRi_2zfSGj5MFHj80UsL8NQtJmrwxa-7M-yV9U8RBN1LNOjT1uz-S5a9GJaGJcBngYrNd__eQ9ffm8q9EKkAHSW_tJd3vaFD6JEQ0Sh1llgFb_lkpw26nKt3s_C2LNqlV7LEgdp1OC2vWkTHQo4Xf0jh6OeKdlbMLNlZxoBzv3rtp_u-TLOqlfYRIqojm34JjwjTsaDnr4cDynp_Ofm5bq
https://6hkxs.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/ue8QRQxFCaRPjdFdK7cK8HAF44AY5sV6Sa33UZRx8xlW9t2j9xZzQ2E93zEalLtmayZCedmEoVG-mZprhs0XCpuRlfBAAigdnGs6Qd8_c6kXleY7nCsiNhNxNMAMeEgg5-nsobjo65VwObUDd3_DpWgWcawno_nIhT31xNXncOuPVrYkhcj-5II6LfW8_mWGgQOZgkRkq3vkzSjagS6W6JKTexMYqdZRtq_aLhqDlCHiiToWkjiTHLZAwwC6ppBLoCKufrMybhGjI4DqUHsdvo0e7ptoHGWb23Bx1OjgPaVZS5ipXv8EMmH9ZrqwWXyp7Wg
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phase will include renewable heating and
cooling solutions in general with focus on heat
pumps and excess heat recovery in industry
and commerce, hospitals, hotels and social
housing. Solar thermal will still be at the core
of all activities.

Please visit SOLTRAIN for more about the
programme .

USAID Scaling Up
Renewable Energy (SURE)
in Colombia

USAID is helping Colombia develop
renewable electricity sources, promote gender
equality in the energy sector, in particular in
indigenous communities in the Guajira region,
advance a just transition and support training
for the youth. The SURE program started in
2018 in Colombia and is still ongoing. Through
the SURE program, USAID helps partner
countries via private investment in, and
competitive procurement of, clean electricity.

In Colombia, SURE has developed a toolkit for
renewable energy auctions. It has also
fostered local community participation and
local workforce development in the local
indigenous  communities (Wayuu)  for
renewable electricity projects being developed
in the Guajira region desert in the north of the
country.

More information on the case study focusing
on cultivating the local work force in Guajira
can be found at:
https://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/PA00Z2S3.pdf

In addition, as part of the SURE program,
USAID together with the National Renewablée
Energy Laboratory (NREL) of the U.S.
Department of Energy, and the U.S, Energy
Association (USEA) worked together with the
Government of Colombia to develop a
workforce training program for young
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professionals to learn about the construction,
operation, and grid integration of variable
renewable electricity. The nine-month training
program was facilitated by experts from the
United States, Norway, Germany, Australia,
and Brazil, including market operators,
regulators, generators, distributors, and
technology producers.

IRENA and SELCO
Foundation: Fostering
Livelihoods with
Decentralised Renewable
Energy: An Ecosystems
Approach

This report by IRENA and the SELCO
foundation discusses the elements necessary
for linking decentralised renewable electricity
services with productive end uses. The report
outlines how energy access programmes and
initiatives are implementing activities to
facilitate productive uses of decentralised
renewable energy.

The main elements of successful programmes
are as follows:

e Technology innovation, considering the
needs of end users and a gender
perspective

e accessible, affordable financing for end-
users and enterprises, including women

e Linkages to secure access to markets
and access to production inputs

e Training and capacity building including
incubation support and skills
development

e Policies, plans and strategies that
consider productive uses of renewable
energy

In addition, there are cross-cutting elements,
which are necessary to improve productive
uses of local decentralised renewable energy
as follows: partnership development and
coordination of stakeholders across sectors,
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gender strategies and knowledge sharing that
considers end user needs and contributes to
break silos.

According to the report, vocational training
centres, especially in the rural areas, need to
be upgraded to become centres of innovation
and entrepreneurship in productive end uses.
In addition, training on installation,
maintenance and repair of renewable energy
technologies is necessary to keep systems
functioning, particularly in rural areas. The lack
of access to training remains a key barrier for
women in the decentralised renewables for
access sector.

Incubation support for small-scale technology
suppliers to develop efficient appliances
compatible with decentralised renewable
energy solutions is an important component of
strategies to develop productive uses of
decentralised renewable energy.

Source: IRENA and SELCO Foundation
(2022), Fostering_Livelihoods with
Decentralised Renewable Energy: An
Ecosystems Approach, International
Renewable Energy Agency, Abu Dhabi.

We hope you enjoyed reading our news
updates and look forward to staying in touch
with you within the GFSE community. We
highly welcome reactions and suggestions!
If you do not wish to receive the GFSE
newsletter anymore, please send an email to
gfse@energyagency.at

©Global Forum on Sustainable Energy, 2023
The Global Forum on Sustainable Energy is a
neutral multi-stakeholder platform facilitating
international dialogue on energy for
sustainable development by considering the
special interests and challenges of developing
countries. GFSE aims to establish a
sustainable world energy system from a
social, economic, and environmental
perspective.
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